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Axis Bank to Invest Rs 1,500 Crore in
Consumer Lending Arm Amid Stake
Sale Rethink

Move Signals Shift from Potential
Divestment to Aggressive Growth
Strategy; Retail Loan Book Targeted to
Cross ¥3 Lakh Crore by FY28

Mumbai: Axis Bank has decided to inject 1,500 crore of fresh
capital into its wholly-owned consumer lending subsidiary, Axis
Finance Ltd, even as it reconsiders plans to sell a minority stake
in the arm. The move underscores the bank's renewed
confidence in the retail lending business and its intention to
accelerate growth in the high-margin consumer segment.

The capital infusion will be used to expand Axis Finance's loan
book, strengthen its digital lending platform, and deepen
penetration in personal loans, credit cards, two-wheeler
financing, and small-ticket business loans. The subsidiary
currently has an asset under management (AUM) of around
348,000 crore and has been growing at over 25% annually.
Consumer lending remains a strategic priority for the group. We
see significant headroom for profitable growth and have
therefore decided to further strengthen the balance sheet of
Axis Finance, said a senior Axis Bank executive. The bank had
earlier explored selling up to 20-25% stake in the subsidiary to
strategic or financial investors, but those discussions have been
put on hold for now.

The decision comes at a time when Axis Bank is aggressively
expanding its retail franchise to reduce dependence on
corporate lending. The bank aims to grow its overall retail loan
book to over %3 lakh crore by FY28. The fresh capital will also
help Axis Finance improve its credit rating and lower its cost of
funds.

Analysts welcomed the development, noting that consumer
lending yields are significantly higher than corporate lending.
However, they cautioned that rising competition and potential
asset quality pressures in the unsecured segment would require
strong underwriting discipline.

Sh. Pradeep Karambelkar
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War and Oil: Lessons from Past Conflicts and What the
Iran—Israel Crisis Means Today

Whenever a war breaks out anywhere in
the world, one of the first things that gets
affected is oil prices. Qil is the backbone
of the global economy it powers transport,
industries, and daily life. History shows
that almost every major war has led to a
sharp rise in oil prices, and the ongoing
Iran—Israel conflict is following the same
pattern.

Let us first understand the past. During
the Gulf War in 1990, oil prices doubled in
a short time because supply from the
Middle East was disrupted. Similarly,
during the Russia—Ukraine war in 2022, oil
prices surged to nearly $130 per barrel,
leading to global inflation. Transport costs
increased, food prices went up, and many
countries faced economic slowdown.
These events clearly show that war in key
energy regions directly impacts the global
economy.

Now, in 2026, the Iran—Israel conflict is
again creating similar concerns. The
biggest worry is disruption in the Strait of
Hormuz, a narrow sea route through
which nearly 20% of the world’s oil supply
passes. Even the fear of disruption is
enough to push oil prices higher.

Recent reports show how serious the
situation has become. Oil prices have
surged sharply, and in some cases, crude
prices for Indian buyers have jumped
close to $130-8150 per barrel levels due
to supply fears. This sudden increase
reflects how sensitive oil markets are to
geopolitical tensions.

So, why does this matter so much for
India?

India is the third-largest oil consumer in
the world and imports around 85-90% of
its crude oil needs. This means when
global oil prices rise, India must spend
more money on imports. As a result:
Petrol and diesel prices increase,
Transportation becomes expensive, Cost
of goods and services rises and Inflation
goes up

Even a small increase in oil prices can
have a big impact. Experts say that a $10
rise in crude oil can significantly increase
India’s import bill and widen the fiscal gap.
The effect does not stop at fuel. Higher oil
prices increase the cost of fertilizers,
electricity, manufacturing, and logistics.
This eventually leads to higher prices of
food and daily-use items. In simple terms,
when oil becomes expensive, everything
becomes expensive.

Global markets also react strongly during
such times. Investors become cautious
and shift money from stocks to safer
assets like gold. Stock markets often fall
or become highly volatile because
companies face higher costs and lower
profits.

However, there is also an important lesson
from past wars. While oil prices rise
sharply in the short term, they usually
stabilise once the situation improves. For
example, after the initial shock of the
Russia—Ukraine war, oil prices gradually
cooled down as supply adjusted.

The current Iran—Israel conflict is still
evolving, and its long-term impact will
depend on how long it continues and
whether supply routes remain open. If the
conflict escalates further, oil prices could
remain high for a longer period, increasing
pressure on global and Indian economies.
In conclusion, history clearly shows that
war and oil are closely connected. Every
major conflict leads to energy price shocks,
which then affect inflation, growth, and
markets. For India, being heavily dependent
on oil imports makes it more vulnerable to
such global events.

For common people, the message is
simple: even if a war is happening far away,
its impact can be felt in daily expenses.
That is why global peace and stable energy
supply are not just political issues, they are
directly linked to our everyday economic
life.

Dr. Irshad Ahmod
Khan
Sub-Editor
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India’s AC Industry Braces for Supply Disruptions as LPG and Petrochemical

Shortages Hit Amid West Asia Conflict

Rising Geopolitical Tensions Cause Sharp Spike in Input Costs; Manufacturers Warn of
8-12% Price Hikes and Possible Production Cuts This Summer

Bhopal: India’s air conditioner industry is facing serious supply
chain disruptions due to shortages of LPG and key
petrochemicals triggered by the escalating conflict in West Asia.
With Brent crude crossing $92 per barrel and LPG supplies
tightening, manufacturers are grappling with a sudden surge in
production costs.

According to industry body ISHRAE and major AC makers
including Voltas, Daikin, LG, Blue Star, and Carrier, the cost of
critical raw materials such as copper tubes, aluminium fins,
compressors, and polyurethane foam used in insulation has risen
sharply over the past three weeks. LPG, which is extensively used
in manufacturing processes and as a feedstock for several
petrochemical derivatives, has become particularly scarce and
expensive.

Senior executives have warned that if the situation persists, AC
prices could increase by 8-12% ahead of the peak summer
season. Some companies have already begun revising prices for

select models, while others are considering reducing production
volumes to manage inventory and costs.

West Asia tensions have created a double impact, higher crude
prices and direct disruption in LPG and chemical supplies. This is
the worst input cost shock the industry has faced in the last three
years, said a top official from a leading AC manufacturer.

The Indian AC market, which is expected to cross 10 million units
this year, is highly sensitive to price changes. Any significant hike
could dampen demand, especially in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities where
affordability plays a major role.

The government is closely monitoring the situation. Industry
leaders have urged the Centre to ensure priority allocation of
domestic LPG to manufacturing units and expedite alternative
import channels.

With the conflict showing no immediate signs of resolution, India’s
$8 billion AC industry is preparing for a challenging summer
season marked by higher prices and possible supply constraints.
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Plastic Price Surge Hits MSMEs Hard, Disrupts Supply
Chains for FMCG and Footwear Sectors

Petrochemical costs jump 18-25% in two months due to West Asia tensions; Small
manufacturers face margin erosion, delayed orders, and risk of production cuts

Mumbai: A sharp rise in plastic and petrochemical prices is
severely impacting India’s Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs), creating widespread disruption in supply chains for
fast-moving consumer goods (FMCG), footwear, packaging, and
consumer durables industries.

According to industry associations, prices of key raw materials
such as HDPE, LDPE, PP (polypropylene), and PVC have
increased by 18-25% since November 2025, primarily due to
escalating crude oil prices and supply constraints triggered by the
West Asia conflict. Many MSME units, which form the backbone
of plastic processing in the country, are struggling to absorb
these costs as they operate on thin margins.

FMCG companies are facing delays in delivery of plastic bottles,
caps, pouches, and laminated packaging, while footwear
manufacturers are witnessing shortages of EVA soles, PVC
straps, and synthetic leather. Several mid-sized footwear
exporters in Agra, Chennai, and Kolkata have reportedly put fresh
orders on hold.

Plastic is the single largest cost component for us. A 20%+ price
increase cannot be fully passed on to buyers in the current weak
demand environment,” said the president of the All-India Plastics
Manufacturers’ Association (AIPMA).

Many MSMEs have resorted to reducing production shifts,
delaying salaries, and in some cases, laying off temporary

workers. The situation is particularly grim for units in Uttar
Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Tamil Nadu, which account
for over 60% of India’s plastic processing capacity.

Industry leaders have urged the government to intervene by
reducing import duties on key petrochemicals, ensuring

uninterrupted domestic supply of naphtha and LPG to crackers,
and providing temporary relief under the Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme.

With the peak summer and festive season approaching, any
further escalation in plastic prices could severely affect product
availability and inflation in daily-use goods.

Hindalco Expects Sharp Rise in Aluminium Exports
as War Disrupts Global Supply Chains

Red Sea crisis and West Asia conflict create supply shortage; Indian producer
eyes 25-30% jump in overseas shipments in FY26

Pune: Hindalco Industries, India's largest aluminium producer,
expects a significant increase in its export volumes this financial
year as the ongoing conflict in West Asia and Red Sea disruptions
severely affect global aluminium supply chains.

According to company executives, supply shortages from
traditional producers in the Middle East and Europe, combined
with higher shipping costs and delays, have created a favourable
opportunity for Indian aluminium exports. Hindalco is targeting a
25-30% rise in aluminium exports during FY26 compared to the
previous year.

Global customers are actively looking for reliable and alternative
sources of aluminium. With our integrated operations, cost
competitiveness, and strong focus on value-added products, we
are well-positioned to capture this demand, said Satish Pai,
Managing Director, Hindalco Industries.

The company’s aluminium business has already seen strong
export enquiries from Europe, South Korea, Japan, and Southeast
Asia. Primary aluminium, aluminium billets, and value-added
products such as rolled sheets and extrusions are witnessing
particularly high demand.

Hindalco’'s aluminium smelters are currently operating at near-full
capacity. The company is also accelerating production at its new
facilities and expanding value-added downstream capacity to
meet both domestic and international orders.

Analysts believe the current geopolitical situation could extend the
tight supply scenario for several quarters, benefiting low-cost
producers like Hindalco. However, they cautioned that any further
escalation in crude oil prices or freight rates could partially offset
the gains.

The development comes at a time when India is pushing for
greater self-reliance and export growth in critical metals.
Hindalco's strong performance is also expected to support the
Aditya Birla Group'’s overall profitability in the current fiscal.

ADITYA BIRLA
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Ambani's $300 Billion Texas Bet: A Strategic Nod
to MAGA and American Energy Dominance

Reliance’s massive refinery project in Trump’s home state signals
deepening India-US economic ties and alignment with ‘America First’ energy policy

Ludhiana: In a landmark move that blends business strategy
with geopolitical foresight, Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance
Industries has committed to a staggering $300 billion
investment in building a new mega oil refinery in Texas the first
greenfield refinery in the United States in nearly 50 years.
President-elect Donald Trump has personally described the
project as a ‘historic deal’ and a great win for America.

The proposed refinery, to be located near Corpus Christi, will
have a capacity of 1 million barrels per day and is expected to
create over 50,000 direct and indirect jobs. It will process
American shale oil and produce high-grade fuels and
petrochemicals, significantly boosting domestic energy
production and exports.

Analysts see this investment as more than just a commercial
decision. It represents a clear strategic alignment with Trump’s
“Make America Great Again” (MAGA) agenda, which
emphasises energy independence, job creation, and reducing
reliance on foreign oil. By choosing Texas, Trump’s political
stronghold and committing one of the largest single foreign
investments in US history, Reliance has positioned itself as a key
partner in America’s energy resurgence.

For India, the project serves multiple purposes. It secures
long-term access to American crude, diversifies oil import
sources away from West Asia, and strengthens bilateral
economic ties at a time when both nations are looking to

counter China’s influence. It also gives Reliance a strong foothold in
the world'’s largest energy market.

Mukesh Ambani reportedly told Trump during a recent call that the
project reflects “shared values of energy security, economic growth,
and strategic partnership. The US President-elect responded by
calling Ambani a great friend of America.

While environmental groups have raised concerns over the project’s
carbon footprint, the Trump administration is expected to fast-track
approvals. The deal is being viewed as a major diplomatic and
economic victory for both India and the incoming US administration.

Jio Payments Bank Launches UPI-Based
Cash Withdrawal Service Across India

Customers can now withdraw cash from 6 lakh+ retail outlets
using UPI without debit card; Major push to deepen financial inclusion
in semi-urban and rural areas

Mumbai: Jio Payments Bank has introduced a convenient
UPl-based cash withdrawal facility, allowing customers to
withdraw cash from over six lakh retail stores, kirana shops, and
business correspondents across the country without needing a
debit card or ATM visit.

The new service, named ‘JioCash’, enables users to generate a
UPI QR code or enter their UPI ID at any participating merchant
outlet and withdraw cash instantly. The service is currently
available for amounts ranging from %100 to 10,000 per
transaction, with daily limits aligned with RBI guidelines. It
works on both Android and iOS devices and is interoperable
with all major UPI apps.

Speaking at the launch, Jio Payments Bank CEO said, This is a
game-changing step towards making banking truly accessible.
In a country where millions still rely on cash for daily
transactions, JioCash brings banking to the doorstep of every

Indian, especially in tier-3, tier-4 towns and villages where ATMs are
scarce.

The bank has partnered with a large network of merchants, including
small shopkeepers, petrol pumps, medical stores, and FMCG
distributors. The service is expected to significantly reduce the
dependence on physical ATMs and cash-in-transit logistics while
promoting digital payment habits among users who prefer cash.
Industry experts have welcomed the move, noting that UPI-based
cash withdrawal could become a preferred channel for last-mile cash
access. It also strengthens Jio Payments Bank’s position in the
rapidly evolving digital banking space, competing with Airtel
Payments Bank and other players.

Jio Payments Bank, which already has over 10 crore savings
accounts, aims to onboard another 5 crore customers in the next 18
months through this and other customer-centric innovations.
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INVESTMENT AVENUES
CALL FOR ARTICLES

Share Your Knowledge with
INVESTMENT AVENUES
We invite individual, professionals, and

entrepreneurs to contribute their
expertise and experiences.

e STOCK MARKET
e MUTUAL FUNDS
e REAL ESTATE

e STARTUPS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Guidelines:

1. Article must be original
2. Submit in MS Word format

3. Length should not exceed 500 words

editor@investmentavenues.in

write with us, inspire others, and make
your voice heard in the world of investments!

INVESTMENT AVENUES"

Looking To Invest In Real Properties &~
Valued Businesses In Bhopal \

Discover genuine real estate and well-assessed business
opportunities — safe-to-invest and growth-oriented.

Secure Deadls. Smart Investments.

B * EMAIL: INVESTMENTAVENUES90@GMAIL.COM
. . CONTACT: +9173899 26586
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WEEKLY STOCK PIVOT LEVEL

All level indicated above are based on future prices PP: Pivot
Point: This is TRIGGER POINT for buy/sell Based on the price
range of the previous Month, R1: Resistance one: 1st Resistance
over PP; R2: resistance Two: 2nd Resistance over R1; S1:
Support one: 1st support after PP; S2: Support Two: 2nd support
after S1

* As per tool, trader should take Buy position just above pp and
keep the stop loss of PP and 1st target would be R1

* If R1 is crossed then R2 becomes the next target with the stop
loss at R1

Stock Name closing

Anil Bhardwaj

Technical Head
anil.stockcare@gmail.com

* If R2 is crossed then R3 becomes the next target with the stop loss
at R2.

« Similarly, if price goes below PP the trader should SELL price below
PP as stop loss and the first target would be ST,

* If S1is crossed then S2 becomes the next target with the stop loss
at ST,

* If S2 is crossed then S3 becomes the next target with the stop loss
at S2.
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Disclaimer: This content is for educational purposes only. Investments are subject to market risks. Please conduct your own research or consult a qualified
financial advisor before making any investment decisions.Investments are subject to market risks. Please conduct your own research or consult a qualified
financial advisor before making any investment decisions.
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