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China’s Economic Growth Slows Unexpectedly, Missing Official
Target Amid Global Headwinds

Weak Domestic Demand and Trade Tensions Hit Momentum; Implications for
Global Markets and Commodities

New Delhi: China's economy expanded at
a slower-than-expected pace in the recent
quarter, falling short of the government’s
official growth target. The latest data
revealed weakening consumer spending,
sluggish property market recovery, and
softening industrial output, raising
concerns among policymakers and global
investors.

Analysts attribute the slowdown to
persistent challenges including high youth
unemployment, declining exports due to
trade tensions, and cautious household
spending. While government stimulus
measures have provided some support,
their impact remains limited in reviving
robust growth.

This development comes as a setback
for Beijing's efforts to stabilise the
world’s second-largest economy.
Officials have signalled further policy
support, including potential rate cuts and
targeted fiscal measures, to boost
domestic demand and technological
self-reliance.

The news triggered cautious reactions in
global markets, with commodity prices
under pressure and Asian equities
seeing volatility. For India, slower
Chinese growth could mean moderated
demand for certain exports but potential
opportunities in alternative supply
chains.

The unexpected slowdown highlights the

structural challenges facing China’s
economy as it transitions towards
high-quality, consumption-led growth.

How effectively Beijing responds in the
coming months will be closely watched
by global investors and trading partners
worldwide.

CHINA'S ~
ECONOMIC » °
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Zomato Founder Deepinder Goyal Sets Sights on Health
Tech and Aerospace for Next Big Venture

From Food Delivery to Frontier Sectors: Serial Entrepreneur Eyes
Diversification Beyond FoodTech

Bengaluru: Deepinder Goyal, co-founder
and CEO of Zomato, is reportedly
exploring new investment opportunities in
health tech and aerospace sectors,
signalling his ambition to build the next big
Indian unicorn beyond the food delivery
space.

Sources close to the matter indicate that
Goyal is actively evaluating startups and
technologies in preventive healthcare,
wearable devices, Al-driven diagnostics,
and even space tech-related ventures.
This diversification comes as Zomato
continues to strengthen its core food
delivery and quick commerce business
while looking for high-growth adjacencies.
Goyal's interest in health tech aligns with
rising consumer focus on wellness and
personalised healthcare post-pandemic.
The aerospace angle reflects India’s

growing ambition in defence, satellite
technology, and commercial space
activities. Industry observers see this as
a natural evolution for a founder known
for bold bets and long-term vision.

The move could see Goyal leveraging his
extensive network, capital, and
operational expertise gained from
scaling Zomato into a listed powerhouse.
His previous successes have made him
one of India's most respected tech
entrepreneurs.

Experts believe that successful forays
into these sectors could create
substantial value, given government
push for self-reliance in defence and
health, along with global interest in
Indian innovation.

Goyal's strategic shift highlights the
maturing Indian startup ecosystem,
where founders are

transitioning from single-sector focus to
building diversified portfolios. As Zomato
maintains strong performance, Goyal's
new bets could open fresh avenues for
innovation and wealth creation in India’s
high-potential sunrise sectors.
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Q1 Earnings Season Kicks Off: Wipro and Union Bank Set the
Tone for Corporate India's Performance

Mixed Bag of Results as IT and Banking Sectors Show Resilience Amid

Mumbai: The Q1 FY27 earnings season
has officially begun, with Wipro and Union
Bank of India leading the corporate
scorecard. As nearly all major companies
have released their results, the overall
picture reflects resilience in key sectors
despite moderating global demand,
inflationary pressures, and geopolitical
uncertainties.

Wipro reported a steady performance
with consolidated revenue growing 6.2%
year-on-year to 322,300 crore. Net profit
stood at 32,850 crore, up 8.1% from the
previous year. The IT major highlighted
strong deal wins in cloud, digital
transformation, and cybersecurity
segments, though margin pressures from
wage hikes and talent retention persisted.
Union Bank of India posted robust
numbers with net profit rising 18% to
2,150 crore. Total advances grew 12.5%

Global Uncertainties

while deposits increased 10.8%. Asset
quality improved significantly with gross
NPA declining to 4.8%. The bank’s focused
strategy on retail, MSME, and agriculture
lending paid rich dividends.

Other key results showed mixed trends.
Several IT firms reported modest growth
with cautious commentary on deal
pipelines. Banking sector maintained
healthy credit growth with improving asset
quality across public and private players.
FMCG companies saw volume recovery in
rural markets while auto sector posted

varied performance depending on
segment.

The earnings season so far indicates that
corporate India is navigating
challengeseffectively through cost

optimisation and focus on high-growth
areas. Analysts expect full-year guidance
from management commentary to

provide better clarity on the growth
trajectory for the remainder of FY27.
Overall, the Q1 numbers suggest cautious
optimism. While IT and banking sectors
have delivered steady performances, the
coming quarters will be crucial for
assessing the impact of domestic
consumption recovery and government
capex cycles on broader corporate
earnings.
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India Misses $7 Billion Apparel Export Opportunity Due to
Supply Chain Gaps: Study

Structural Bottlenecks Hamper Growth in Key Sector; Urgent Reforms
Needed to Boost Competitiveness

Mumbai: India is losing out on potential apparel exports worth
up to $7 billion annually due to persistent supply chain gaps,
according to a recent industry study. Despite being one of the
world’s largest textile producers, the country struggles with
fragmented supply chains, high logistics costs, and inadequate
infrastructure.

The study highlights issues such as delayed procurement of
raw materials, skill shortages in garment manufacturing, and
limited adoption of automation and digital tracking systems.
These bottlenecks reduce efficiency and make Indian exporters
less competitive compared to countries like Bangladesh and
Vietnam, which have streamlined their supply chains.

The apparel sector is a major employment generator,
particularly for women in rural and semi-urban areas.
Addressing these gaps could significantly boost exports, create
millions of jobs, and contribute to economic growth. Industry
experts recommend greater focus on cluster development,
technology adoption, and policy support for logistics and skill
development.

The government has initiated several schemes to promote textile exports, but faster implementation and industry collaboration are
needed to realise the full potential. As global buyers seek diversified sourcing options, India has a strong opportunity to capture a larger
share of the international apparel market.
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Temasek-Backed Agritech Startup Rize Raises $31 Million to Fuel

Expansion Plans

Fresh Capital to Accelerate Tech-Driven Farming Solutions Across India and Beyond

Mumbai: Rize, a promising agritech
startup backed by Singapore's
Temasek Holdings, has successfully
raised $31 million in a new funding
round. The investment will support the
company’s  aggressive  expansion
plans, including technology upgrades,
new market entry, and strengthening its
farmer network.

Rize leverages artificial intelligence,
satellite imagery, and data analytics to
provide precision farming solutions,
helping farmers optimise yields, reduce
costs, and adopt sustainable practices.
The startup has already made
significant inroads in several Indian

states by offering crop monitoring,
advisory services, and supply chain
efficiencies.

The fresh capital comes at a time when
agritech is gaining strong traction amid
rising focus on food security, climate
resilience, and increasing farmer
incomes. Temasek’s continued backing
signals strong confidence in Rize’s
business model and the broader potential
of technology in transforming Indian
agriculture.

Company executives stated that the
funds will be used to scale operations,
enhance product offerings, and deepen
partnerships with agribusinesses and

government initiatives. This round is
expected to accelerate Rize's journey
towards becoming a leading player in the
agritech space.
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Shri Pradeep Karambelkar, Executive Director, BNI Bhopal engages in a cordial
interaction with Shri Vishwas Sarang, Hon'ble Cabinet Minister, Government of
Madhya Pradesh, during the MSME Industrial Expo 2026 at Govindpura, Bhopal

Shri Pradeep Karambelkar, Executive Director, BNI Bhopal appeared as a
Business Expert on the Debate First program aired by Public First News Channel
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